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A Letter to Voters 
 

Add YOUR voice and YOUR vote 

 
Dear Voter, 
 
An important test for the health of our democracy is voter turnout. In a healthy democracy, citizens vote. 
 
Our system is founded on the principle of consent of the governed. This principle is severely weakened when just a little over 3 percent of the registered 

voters, as demonstrated in the last comparable election for constitutional amendments, are making decisions that affect everyone. 
 
One of the reasons for low voter turnout, especially when it comes to constitutional amendments, is that voters do not have the knowledge they need to fulfill their 

responsibilities as citizens. They don’t have enough accurate information to make an informed choice. This Voters Guide is our attempt to provide an explanation of 

each of the 10 constitutional amendments in simple and understandable language. In addition, you can find nonpartisan, nonpolitical pros and cons explaining the 

impacts of passage or failure of each of the amendments. This approval or disapproval of changes to our state Constitution gives you a direct voice in our state 

government. Voting on amendments fulfills your right and duty as a Texas citizen. 
 
VOTE and make your government more responsive, more representative and more relevant. In doing so, we will fulfill Thomas Jefferson’s vision of a government 

that truly belongs to the people governed by it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madhu Sridhar  
President, League of Women Voters of the San Antonio Area  
 

About This Guide 
 
This Voters Guide is put together by the League of 

Women Voters, a strictly non-partisan organization, to 

fulfill its longstanding commitment to promote an 

active and informed electorate. The League neither 

supports nor opposes any political party or candidate. 

This public service effort is designed to provide the 

voters with the information they need to help 

 
 
 

 

them make informed choices in the November 

5th Constitutional Amendment election. 
 
In addition, to ensure that the Bexar County voters are 

aware of their voting rights at the polls and are 

empowered, this Guide also includes the Texas Voters’ 

Bill of Rights in both English and in Spanish. It lists 15 

voters’ rights in simple language that includes voter 

identification requirements, provisional balloting, the 
 

 
 
 

 

complaint process to address grievances and 

much more. 
 

How the League Gathered the Data   
Our nonpartisan Voters Guide was researched, written, 

and edited by League volunteers who contacted bill 

authors, sponsors, supporters and opponents for each 

proposed constitutional amendment. 
 

Constitutional Amendments and Other Elections in Bexar County 
 
In addition to the countywide election on 10 Municipalities holding elections are Castle Hills,  
Constitutional Amendments, which are listed with Converse, Hill Country Village, Sandy Oaks, Schertz  
arguments for and against in this Guide beginning on and Windcrest. The San Antonio River Authority,  
Page 4, 11 other elections are being held in various parts Green Valley Special Utilities District, Somerset ISD,  
of the county. Depending on where you live, one or and Emergency Services Districts 4 and 11 are also  
more might appear on your November 5 ballot. holding elections.  

 
 

 
To see if any of them is on your ballot, go to the 

Elections Department website, bit.ly/bexelex, and look 

on the home page for where to find your individual 

sample ballot. For more information about them, please 

check with the entity holding that election. 

 
 

About the League 
 
The League of Women Voters is a grassroots, ALL-

VOLUNTEER organization that promotes the 

informed and active participation of citizens in 

government. The League is strictly nonpartisan; we 

never support or oppose any political party or 

candidate. Born a century ago out of the national 

movement to give women the right to vote, the 

League is open to everyone. The women and men 

who belong to the League share a commitment to 

encourage political responsibility. 

 
 

 

The League is widely known and well respected for our 

nonpartisan and unbiased work in voter education. We 

also hold forums on important public policy issues, 

organize voter registration drives, sponsor candidate 

debates, conduct get-out-the-vote campaigns and work 

with area schools and universities. 
 
Many citizens, unsure of their rights at the polls, choose 

not to participate. In 2018, the San Antonio League 

prepared the landmark Texas Voters’ Bill of Rights in 

both English and Spanish (included in this Guide) to 

 
 

 

close the participation gap. Also available for download 

in English and Spanish on our website, lwvsa.org, is a 

brochure, FAQ About Voting and Elections. 
 
The League of Women Voters operates at national, 

state and local levels through more than 800 state and 

local Leagues, in all 50 states as well in D.C., the 

Virgin Islands and Hong Kong. At all three levels, we 

encourage informed and active participation of citizens 

in their government, educate citizens on major public 
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policy issues and influence public policy through  
education and advocacy.  
 

Voting Information 
 
To vote in this election, you must have registered 

by Oct. 7. 
 
This election will see two firsts in San Antonio: You 

will be using new voting machines, and you are no 

longer restricted to voting at just your precinct polling 

site on Election Day. You can vote at any polling site 

in the county, from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
 

New Voting Machines   
Instructions for the New Machines 
 
Feed the card given to you by the poll worker 

intothe machine. The machine will display your 

ballot. Make your selections.  
Once you have made all your choices, press a 

buttonand the card is ejected.  
Check your card carefully to make sure 

what isprinted is what you chose.  
Take the card to the tabulator, which looks like 

alarge bin with a laptop on top and has a poll 

worker next to it.  
Feed the card into the slot –this is 

VERYIMPORTANT – that is when 

your vote is registered.  
Don’t leave with your card or you will not 

havevoted.  
Once the tabulator has registered your vote, the 

carddrops into the locked bin underneath. 

Other Important instructions: 
 
You can use the screen as it is, make the type 

largeror adjust the contrast for comfortable viewing. 
 
You may select an English- or Spanish-

languageballot. You can also switch back and 

forth between English and Spanish ballots.  
The machines are also capable of selecting an 

audio ballot for the blind.  
Special machines can be taken outside for 

disabledvoters who need to remain in their cars. 

 
 
 

 

Vote Centers for Election Day   
Voters will be allowed to vote at any open 

votingsite on Election Day, just as they do in Early 

Voting.  
Early voting locations will also be open on 

ElectionDay, and several college campuses will 

also have Vote Centers.  
Wherever you go, you will not be turned 

away ifyou are registered in Bexar County.  
Polling sites will be listed on the Bexar 

ElectionsDepartment website, 

http://www.bit.ly/bexelex.com, after early voting 

ends and in the Express-News. 
 

Accessibility, Languages   
All polling places must be accessible to people with 

disabilities. People with mobility problems are 

allowed to move to the front of the line. 
 
Ballots are provided in English and Spanish. People who 

are not proficient in either language may select as an 

interpreter anyone who is not the voter’s employer, an 

agent of the voter’s employer, or an officer or agent of a 

labor union to which the voter belongs. The interpreter 

must take an oath of interpreter. 
 
A person who is physically unable to mark the ballot 

or read it may ask for assistance from anyone who is 

not the voter’s employer, an agent of the voter’s 

employer, or an officer or agent of a labor union to 

which the voter belongs. The assistant must take an 

oath of assistance. Two poll workers can also assist. 
 

Showing Identification   
All voters must show identification before voting. 

The preferred method is to show one of the seven 

acceptable forms of photo identification. They are 

listed on the back of the Texas Voters’ Bill of Rights, 

on Pages 7-10 of this Voters’ Guide. If you have one 

but did not bring it, and you cannot return to the polls 

with it before closing, you can vote a provisional 

ballot. If you take your ID to the elections office 

within 6 calendar days, your vote will be counted.  

 
 
 

 

If you do not have one of the acceptable IDs and 

cannot reasonably obtain one, you can fill out a 

Reasonable Impediment declaration explaining why 

and show a document from another list, which is also 

on the back of the Texas Voters’ Bill of Rights. 
 

Provisional Balloting   
In most circumstances, anyone who comes to a 

polling site to vote and does not appear to meet the 

requirements – whether because of identification, not 

being on the rolls, or any other circumstance – can 

vote a provisional ballot.  
A provisional ballot is a paper ballot that is sealed in an 

envelope with a signed affidavit by the voter, who swears 

that he or she is eligible to vote. After the election,  
a panel studies each provisional ballot and rules on 

whether it should be counted. Each provisional voter 

is notified of the final status. 
 
More information about your voting rights is in 

the Texas Voters’ Bill of Rights, Pages 7-10. 
 

Vote by Mail   
In Texas, you can request a mail-in ballot if you are: 
 
Going to be away from your county on 

ElectionDay and during early voting  
Sick or disabled  
65 years of age or older on Election 

DayConfined in jail, but eligible to vote 
 
Contact Bexar County Elections, 210-335-8683, to 

request an application. Applications must be 

submitted, on paper with an original signature, to the 

Bexar County Elections Department no earlier than 2 

months before Election Day and no later than 11 

days before. Faxed or emailed applications will be 

accepted only if accompanied by a paper application 

with an original signature within four days of sending 

the electronic application. 

 

 

Helpful Information and Contact Numbers 
 
League of Women Voters of the San Antonio 

Area  
Phone: 210-657-2206  
Web site: www.lwvsa.org 
 
League of Women Voters of Texas  
Phone: 512-472-1100  
Web site: my.lwv.org/texas 
 
League of Women Voters Voter of the United 

States  
Phone: 202-429-1965 

 
 
Website: www.lwv.org 
 

Use the following two sites to:   
Find your Precinct Number  
Download an application to register to vote  
Download an application to register name 

andaddress changes  
Find Early Voting locations and hours of operation 
 
Download a Ballot-By-Mail Application  
View a sample ballot for an upcoming election 

 
 
View the election calendar  
View election results for previous and 

currentelections  
Bexar County Elections Department:  
Phone: 210-335-8683  
Website: bit.ly/bexelex, or Google Bexar elections 
 
Texas Elections Department Website: 

www.votetexas. gov 

 

The League of Women Voters never supports or 

opposes candidates for office or political parties. 
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The Texas Constitution 
 
The current Texas Constitution was written in 1876 

and has been amended nearly 500 times. Compare 

that to the United States Constitution, which has only 

27 amendments.  
Why does the Texas Constitution have so many 

amendments? Rules for how state and local 

governments should run are very specific in the Texas 

Constitution, unlike in the U.S. Constitution. Therefore 

our state lawmakers often have little freedom 

 
 

 

to make changes to laws without amending the 

state constitution. The proposed changes must 

pass both houses of the Legislature by a ⅔ vote, 

and then the voters must approve all changes.   
All potential amendments that appear on your 

ballot must originate in the Legislature. The Texas 

Constitution cannot be amended by citizen-led 

ballot initiatives, referendums, or petitions, as in 

some other states.  

 
 

 

We vote on a slate of amendments in the fall of odd-

numbered years, following the spring Legislative 

session. Topics vary, and can cover a wide range of 

topics, and some may affect only a few counties.  
Voting on amendments fulfills your right and duty as 

a Texas citizen. This approval or disapproval of 

changes to our Constitution gives you a direct voice 

in our state government. 

 
 

Amendments (Propositions) 
 

Proposition 1 (HJR 72)   
“The constitutional amendment permitting a 

person to hold more than one office as a municipal 

judge at the same time.” 
 
Explanation 
 
The Texas Constitution (Article 16, Section 40) 

prohibits a person from holding more than one public 

office at the same time but has many exceptions, 

including county commissioner, justice of the peace, 

notary public, postmaster, etc. The proposed 

constitutional amendment would add elected 

municipal judge to this list of exceptions. 
 
A municipal judge oversees pre-trial hearings, small 

claims proceedings, and misdemeanor cases in a city 

or town. Proposition 1 would allow municipal judges 

to hold more than one paid public office at the same 

time, meaning they could simultaneously preside 

over multiple municipalities, regardless of whether 

they were appointed or elected. 
 
Arguments For 
 
A municipal judge oversees essential 

localproceedings, such as pretrial hearings, small 

claims proceedings, and misdemeanor cases. Often 

smaller municipalities do not have municipal judges 

or attorneys qualified to serve as judges. Proposition 

1 would make it easier for smaller municipalities to 

fill empty judgeships with qualified individuals.  
The proposition could benefit public safety 

bymaking it easier to obtain search warrants 

and streamlining other proceedings, such as 

ordinance violations, misdemeanor offenses and 

other types of cases.  
Arguments Against 
 
This proposition is unnecessary as Texas law 

alreadypermits a person to be appointed as a 

municipal judge in more than one municipality at the 

same time. This law would only allow a person to be 

elected in more than one municipality. 

 
 
 

 

If the municipal judge were elected to a 

communitywhere he or she was not a resident, 

he or she may not have an understanding or 

interest in that community. 
 

Proposition 2 (SJR 79)   
“The constitutional amendment providing for the 

issuance of additional general obligation bonds 

by the Texas Water Development Board in an 

amount not to exceed $200 million to provide 

financial assistance for the development of 

certain projects in economically distressed areas.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 2 would allow the Water Development 

Board to issue general obligation bonds for the 

Economically Distressed Areas Program (EDAP). The 

outstanding bonds could not exceed $200 million. The 

bonds would be used to develop water supply and sewer 

projects in economically depressed areas of the state. 
 
EDAP assists water infrastructure projects when the 

median income of a region is less than 75% of the 

state’s median income. The proposed amendment 

would give the Water Development Board the money 

to finance water and wastewater infrastructure in 

economically distressed areas. 
 
Arguments For 
 
All citizens deserve clean water, regardless 

oftheir income. Socioeconomic factors should 

not determine access to safe water. It’s a basic 

right.  
This program needs to be replenished so it 

cancontinue funding existing and future 

projects for communities that could not 

otherwise afford it.  
Financing with bonds will provide more 

reliablefunding over a longer period of time. 

Using general revenue would strain limited 

resources.  
Arguments Against 
 
The net impact to the general revenue fund will 

be$3,375,000 through 2021. 

 
 
 

 

This is another constitutionally dedicated fund  
which the state should avoid. Infrastructure 

improvements should be funded using 

general revenue.  
This is a local issue and should not be handled 

bythe state. 
 

Proposition 3 (HJR 34)   
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 

legislature to provide for a temporary exemption from 

ad valorem taxation of a portion of the appraised value 

of certain property damaged by a disaster.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 3 would allow the Texas Legislature to 

give a temporary property tax exemption in a governor-

declared disaster area. The exemption would be 15%, 

30%, 60%, or 100%, depending on the amount of 

property damage. The local government would choose 

whether or not to adopt the temporary exemption and 

would determine how long the exemption would last.  
Arguments For 
 
In the event of environmental disasters, a 

taxexemption would bring quicker and easier 

relief to those affected.  
Proposition 3 would be easier and more 

affordablefor the local government than the 

current property reassessment process, which is 

both lengthy and expensive.  
Arguments Against 
 
Since Proposition 3 relies on the local 

governmentto decide whether or not to adopt 

the tax exemption, it does not guarantee it will 

help as many people as intended. Any such relief 

should be mandatory.  
Though there would now be predetermined 

damagecategories, the property may still have to 

undergo an extensive reappraisal process. 
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Proposition 4 (HJR 38)   
“The constitutional amendment prohibiting the 

imposition of an individual income tax, including a 

tax on an individual’s share of partnership and 

unincorporated association income.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 4 would prohibit the Texas Legislature 

from establishing a personal state income tax. 
 
Arguments For 
 
A 2019 poll by the University of Texas at Austin 

andthe Texas Tribune found 71% of respondents 

oppose an individual state income tax.  
Texas has a low-tax, pro-growth approach 

toeconomic expansion, and that is dependent 

on having no personal income tax.  
This amendment could support population growth  

in Texas, as families and businesses may move 

to Texas because there is no state income tax.  
An income tax would also increase the size 

ofgovernment by requiring a large 

bureaucracy to administer it.  
Arguments Against 
 
This amendment is not necessary because 

theTexas Constitution now prohibits the 

Legislature from imposing an income tax without 

a statewide referendum (Art. 8, Sec. 24, adopted 

in 1993). In addition, any net revenue from that 

tax must be used for the support of education.  
Revenue from an income tax could reduce 

thetax burden on businesses, which pay a 

higher proportion of taxes in Texas than in other 

states.  
The current Legislature and today’s voters 

shouldnot make taxation decisions for future 

Texans. The needs of Texans change over time, so 

future Texans should make their own choices on 

taxation.  
One reason Texans pay high property and 

salestaxes may be because Texas has no income 

tax. If Proposition 4 passed, these taxes would 

likely continue to increase, so Proposition 4 would 

not necessarily decrease the size of state 

government. 
 

Proposition 5 (SJR 24)   
“The constitutional amendment dedicating the 

revenue received from the existing state sales and 

use taxes that are imposed on sporting goods to the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the 

Texas Historical Commission to protect Texas’ 

natural areas, water quality, and history by 

acquiring, managing, and improving state and 

local parks and historic sites while not increasing 

the rate of the state sales and use taxes.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 5 would require the Legislature to allocate 

the money raised from state sales taxes on sporting 

goods (i.e., hunting, fishing, outdoor equipment) to the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and the 

 
Texas Historical Commission (THC). Revenue from 

such taxes would be used to improve and manage 

state and local parks and historic sites, and to 

acquire new sites.  
Proposition 5 closes a loophole in the current law 

that prevents all the revenue raised by these sales 

taxes from being given to Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department and the Texas Historical Commission, 

thus allowing some of the money to be used to 

balance the state budget. 
 
Arguments For 
 
State and local parks are essential to 

industriessuch as fishing, hunting, and tourism that 

benefit Texas economy. Proposition 5 would 

require the government to support this vital 

economic sector more fully. It would allow these 

agencies to make long range plans based on a 

reliable funding source.  
Many parks and historic sites of Texas are 

decaying,and new parks are needed due to 

population growth in the state. Proposition 5 

would provide a sustainable source of funding for 

their preservation and new park development so 

they could be enjoyed in the future.  
Arguments Against 
 
Having a dedicated account, a fund used for 

aspecific purpose, eliminates budget flexibility 

for the Texas Legislature.  
Dedicated accounts can cause unnecessary 

growthof the state budget by demanding funds in 

one area even though needs could be greater in 

another. 
 

Proposition 6 (HJR 12)   
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 

legislature to increase by $3 billion the maximum 

bond amount authorized for the Cancer 

Prevention and Research Institute of Texas.” 
 
Explanation 
 
The proposed amendment would increase the 

maximum bond amount for the Cancer Prevention 

and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT) from $3 

billion to $6 billion. CPRIT provides grants and 

supports programs that advance cancer research. 

The organization, begun in 2007, is currently set up 

to receive $3 billion in funding until 2022. 
 
Arguments For 
 
The state is the second largest source of 

publicfunding for cancer research in Texas, 

behind the federal government. Increasing the 

bond amount would ensure that the state 

maintained its status as a hub for advancements 

in the cancer field, and continue Texas’ national 

leadership in cancer research and prevention.  
CPRIT has created thousands of jobs and 

broughtin more than 170 researchers, including 

a Nobel Prize winner, to Texas. It has generated 

billions of dollars of economic activity. 

 
Increasing the bond amount would protect 

CPRIT’sfuture, because current funding for 

awards will run out in 2021.  
Arguments Against 
 
Current funding of CPRIT is in place until 

2022,so the issue is not an urgent matter. 

Voters should not have to consider it right 

now—three years in advance. Instead the 

Legislature should develop a plan to make 

CPRIT become financially self-sufficient.  
CPRIT has a history of mismanaging 

funds.Approximately $56.3 million was spent 

without proper peer review, and a former CPRIT 

executive was indicted. A ban was put on CPRIT 

grants  
in 2012, and not lifted until October 2013 

after restructuring of the organization.  
The proposed amendment would cost 

thegovernment $12.5 million in general revenue 

funds during the first two years, assuming debt 

service payments based on the issuance of this new 

debt. 
 

Proposition 7 (HJR 151)   
“The constitutional amendment allowing increased 

distributions to the available school fund.” 
 
Explanation 
 
The School Land Board, an independent entity of 

the General Land Office, oversees the management, 

sale and leasing of more than 13 million acres of 

land for the Permanent School Fund. The State 

Board of Education can then make distributions 

from this fund to the Available School Fund. The 

revenue generated from the land is used to purchase 

real estate and make investments to help fund public 

education through the Available School Fund.  
This proposition would increase from $300 million to 

$600 million the amount the General Land Office could 

distribute to the Available School Fund each year. 
 
Arguments For 
 
This proposition will improve funding for 

publicschools by doubling the distribution from 

the School Land Board to the Available School 

Fund.  
Were it not for the $300 million cap in the Texas  

Constitution, this could have been happening 

already, making more money available for 

public education.  
As more money is available to school districts 

fromthe state Available School Fund, they 

should need to rely less on local property taxes.  
Arguments Against 
 
Both the School Land Board and the State 

Boardof Education have responsibilities for 

managing the Permanent School Fund. If the School 

Land Board makes larger deposits directly to the 

Available School Fund rather than into the 

Permanent School Fund, it changes the amount the 

State Board  
of Education is required to distribute from 

the Permanent School fund. 

 



The League of Women Voters never supports or 

opposes candidates for office or political parties. 
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The State Board of Education is required to make  
a percentage-based biennial distribution to the 

Available School Fund. If they have less money 

in the Permanent School Fund, it might result in 

lower overall school funding.  
In the past, the School Land Board 

madequestionable investments at the expense 

of public education funding. With the 

opportunity to make larger contributions, it 

might increase the lure of debatable 

investments. 
 

Proposition 8 (HJR 4)   
“The constitutional amendment providing for the 

creation of the flood infrastructure fund to assist in 

the financing of drainage, flood mitigation, and 

flood control projects.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 8 would create the Flood Infrastructure 

Fund (FIF) as a special fund outside of general 

revenue. A one-time distribution from the Economic 

Stabilization Fund, also known as the “rainy day 

fund,” would establish the FIF. The Texas Water 

Development Board (TWDB) would distribute FIF 

funds to local governments through loans or, in some 

cases, as grants. The money would be used to 

establish and maintain flood control structures and 

drainage infrastructure throughout the state, 

especially in economically distressed areas. 
 
If passed, Proposition 8 would require cooperation 

among all impacted parties. A local government would 

receive money from the FIF only if it worked with other 

governments in the region and listened to stakeholder 

concerns in public meetings. The local government 

would also have to submit a technical analysis of the 

plan, comparing it to other possible projects in the 

region, and a proposal to repay the loan. 
 
Arguments For 
 
Severe flooding events such as Hurricane 

Harveyshow the necessity of being prepared 

to prevent future damage.  
Access to federal funding and grants often 

requireslocal governments to match the amount of 

money the federal government would provide. The 

proposed amendment would allow the TWDB to 

 
give loans to local governments so they could 

access federal funds.  
Because removing money from the 

EconomicStabilization Fund to create the FIF 

would be a one-time expense, rather than 

ongoing, it would not drain the “rainy day fund.”  
Arguments Against 
 
A local government could default on a TWDB 

loan,thereby costing the state income meant to 

replenish the FIF. Taxpayers might ultimately be 

liable for repayment of loans.  
Historically, state government has not played 

aheavy role in funding flood-control 

infrastructure. Flood control is the responsibility of 

both local and federal governments, rather than 

state government.  
Using money from the “rainy day fund” to 

establishthe FIF could be inappropriate because only 

one-time expenses or funds for disaster response 

should be removed from the “rainy day fund.” Because 

the FIF itself is an ongoing project, funds to create it 

should be taken from general revenue. 
 

Proposition 9 (HJR 95)   
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 

legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation 

precious metal held in a precious metal 

depository located in this state.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Texas opened a precious metals depository in 2018, 

run by a private company but overseen by the state 

government. The Constitution requires all real and 

tangible personal property to be taxed on its value 

unless exempted. These ad valorem (property) taxes 

are imposed at the time of purchase or exchange of 

precious metals. Proposition 9 would exempt from 

taxation precious metals held in a precious metal 

depository in the state. 
 
Arguments For 
 
Other states do not tax precious metals, so 

creatingthis exemption would allow Texas 

depositories to be more competitive.  
The proposed amendment would increase 

chancesthat the Texas depository could join 

COMEX, the leading marketplace for precious 

metals exchange. 

 
Arguments Against 
 
Texas counties do not enforce the property tax 

onprecious metals, so a constitutional 

amendment is unnecessary.  
The proposed amendment gives preference 

througha tax break for precious metals over other 

investment choices. 
 

Proposition 10 (SJR 32)   
“The constitutional amendment to allow the 

transfer of a law enforcement animal to a qualified 

caretaker in certain circumstances.” 
 
Explanation 
 
Proposition 10 would allow law enforcement animals to 

retire, and their former handlers or other qualified 

caretakers to adopt them with no fee. Law enforcement 

animals are currently considered as surplus property of 

the county, which means the county can only auction, 

donate, or destroy them. Proposition 10 would change 

the property laws to allow the animals to retire and be 

transferred to their original handler or another qualified 

caretaker with no adoption fee. 
 
Arguments For 
 
Proposition 10 would ensure the wellbeing of 

lawenforcement animals in their later years by 

allowing them to retire.  
Proposition 10 would remove the legally 

requiredfee for law enforcement officers, or 

other qualified caretakers, who generally adopt 

their own retired law enforcement animals.  
Proposition 10 recognizes the longstanding 

bonddeveloped between a law enforcement 

animal and the animal’s handler, a bond that 

would be ignored in a government auction.  
Arguments Against 
 
Proposition 10 may reduce state income. 

Agovernment auction might raise more money 

than the free adoption of a law enforcement 

animal.  
If the animal’s handler retires before the animal 

isready to retire, it might be difficult to determine 

which of the animal’s handlers had priority.  
It is unfortunate that such a common sense 

actionwould require a constitutional amendment. 

 

 
 

 

Stay Connected 
 

Follow the League of Women Voters of the San Antonio Area @lwvsaa 
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Why Your Vote Really Matters 
 

Your vote makes a difference whether in a national, state 

or local election. So don’t think one vote doesn’t matter. 
 
Ingram Mayor James Salter won against Twanda Brown in May 2014 by one 

vote.Brown sued over her 63-62 defeat in May, claiming irregularities on election day 

– when a tie was logged – and in the recount that gave Salter a one-vote lead. 

The suit was settled by an agreement to conduct a new election which Salter 

won 105 votes to 86.  
In November 2016, two Bandera City Council candidates, Jim Hannah 

andJustin Knight, each garnered 89 votes. Knight beat Hannah in the 

runoff with Knight’s 49 to Hannah’s 32 votes.  
Campaigning for a seat on the Massachusetts Governor’s Council on the day 

ofthe primary in 1988, Herbert Connolly lost track of time – and got to his 

polling place too late to vote. When the ballots were counted that night, he’d 

lost by one vote.  
A Lansing, Michigan, school district bond issue was defeated in 1989 when 

thefinal recount produced a tie vote. As a result, the school district had to 

reduce its budget by $2.5 million.  
Marcus Morton was elected governor of Massachusetts in 1839 by one vote 

out of102,066 cast. 
 

 
 

 

Important decisions that affect us all have been made 
because of very few votes.   
Congress voted to admit Texas to the union in 1845 by a two-vote margin.  
Women won the right to vote in 1920 by the passage of the 19th 

amendmentto the Constitution. Tennessee was the last state needed to pass 

the amendment. One 24-year representative, Harry Burn, changed his vote, 

and the Tennessee legislature ratified the amendment by a vote of 49-47.  
A tie vote in the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1997 defeated a 

billto reinstate the death penalty. The tie came about when one representative, 

who had voted earlier for the death penalty, changed his mind.  
One vote in the U.S. Senate saved President Andrew Johnson from 

impeachmentconviction in 1868.  
In 2003 Vice President Dick Cheney, as president of the Senate, cast the 

decidingvote on a Senate tax-cut package amendment that reduced income 

taxes on capital gains and corporate dividends.  

 

 

Make a donation 
 

To help pay production and printing costs of Voters Guides, mail your 

tax-deductible contribution made payable to LWV-TX Ed Fund.  
Name: ________________________________________________________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 

 
E-mail:________________________________________________________ 

 
Mail to LWVSAA 
106 Auditorium Circle, Suite 120 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Phone: (210) 657-2206  

  

Join the San Antonio Area League of Women Voters 
 
Dues are $70 for individual memberships, $100 for household 

memberships at the same address, $5 for students. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to LWVSAA 

106 Auditorium Circle, Suite 120 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Phone: (210) 657-2206  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The League of Women Voters never supports or 

opposes candidates for office or political parties. 
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Find Out Where to Vote/Early Voting Locations 
 
You can vote at any polling location, both during Early Voting, October 21-

November 1, and on Election Day, November 5. Below is the list of Early 

Voting locations. 
 
Starting with this election, on Election Day you can also vote at any polling location. 

All Early Voting locations will be open on Election Day, as well as almost all polling 

sites that have been previously open on Election Day. Signs will be posted at each 

 
 

 

polling site listing the four other nearest sites, so if the site you selected is 

too crowded, you can easily choose another one nearby. 
 
Election Day voting sites will be posted on the Bexar County Elections website, 

bit. ly/bexelex, after Early Voting is completed, and in the San Antonio Express-

News the day before the election.  

 

Early Voting Calendar  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 October 21 October 22 October 23 October 24 October 25 October 26 

 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 10 a.m – 6 p.m. 
       

October 27 October 28 October 29 October 30 October 31 November 1  
Noon – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 6 p.m. 8 a.m – 8 p.m. 8 a.m – 8 p.m.  

        
 

Early Voting Locations 
 

Bexar County Election Department (Deaflink 1103 S. Frio 

Available)    

Bexar County Justice Center1 300 Dolorosa 

Brookhollow Library 530 Heimer Road 

Castle Hills City Hall (Southeast corner of Council 209 Lemonwood Drive 

Chambers)    

Claude Black Center 2805 East Commerce 

Cody Library 11441 Vance Jackson 

Collins Garden Library 200 North Park 

Converse City Hall 405 S. Seguin Road 

Copernicus Community Center 5003 Lord Road 

Encino Branch Library 2515 East Evans Road 

Great Northwest Library 9050 Wellwood 

Henry A. Guerra, Jr. Library 7978 W. Military Drive 

John Igo Library 13330 Kyle Seale Parkway 

Johnston Library 6307 Sun Valley Drive 

Julia Yates Semmes Library at Comanche Lookout 15060 Judson Road 

Park    

Las Palmas Library 515 Castroville Road 

Leon Valley Conference Center 6421 Evers Road 

 
 
 
 
 

Lion’s Field 2809 Broadway 

Maury Maverick, Jr. Library 8700 Mystic Park 

McCreless Library 1023 Ada Street 

Memorial Library 3222 Culebra 

Mission Library 3134 Roosevelt Ave. 

Northside Activity Center (Conference Room) 7001 Culebra 

Olmos Park City Hall 120 W. El Prado 

Parman Library at Stone Oak 20735 Wilderness Oak 

Precinct 1 Satellite Office 3505 Pleasanton Road 

Precinct 3 Satellite Office 320 Interpark Boulevard 

Schaefer Library 6322 US Hwy 87 E 

Shavano Park City Hall (Council Chambers) 900 Saddletree Ct. 

Somerset ISD Admin Building 7791 E. 6th, Somerset 

South Park Mall (Next to Sears Mall Entrance) 2310 S.W. Military 

Southside ISD Admin Building 1460 Martinez-Losoya 

Tobin Library at Oakwell 4134 Harry Wurzbach 

Universal City Library 100 Northview Drive 

Windcrest Takas Park Civic Center 9310 Jim Seal Drive 

Wonderland Of The Americas at  Crossroads 4522 Fredericksburg Road 

 

Subject to change 
 
1Justice Center closes at 6:00 p.m. and is closed on the weekend. 
 
For more information contact the office of the Bexar County Elections Administrator, Jacquelyn F. Callanen, at (210) 335-VOTE (8683).  
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